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Synopsis

From Newbery Medal-winner Mildred Taylor comes an unforgettable story about the Logan family,
set a generation earlier than Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry. David and Hammer are young boys in
the early 1900s when all the wells go dry except theirs. During that long, dry summer the Logan

boys learn that being men has more to do with using their brains than their fists.

Book Information

Hardcover: 96 pages

Publisher: Dial; 1st edition (January 1, 1995)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0803718020

ISBN-13: 978-0803718029

Product Dimensions: 5.7 x 0.7 x 8.6 inches

Shipping Weight: 9.6 ounces

Average Customer Review: 4.7 out of 5 starsA A See all reviewsA (51 customer reviews)
Best Sellers Rank: #1,244,000 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #96 inA Books > Children’s
Books > Growing Up & Facts of Life > Friendship, Social Skills & School Life > Multiculturalism
#1540 inA Books > Children’s Books > Geography & Cultures > Multicultural Stories >
African-American

Age Range: 10 and up

Grade Level: 5 and up

Customer Reviews

This book is about a black family living in Mississippi in the early nineteen hundreds. It is hard for
them to be treated fairly and get their own rights. It is especially hard for a boy named Hammer to
live with this unfairness and unjustness. He lives with his family on a farm that has the only well with
water still in it. There is a drought and everyone came to their well to get water, black people and
white people, and no matter who it was they shared their water. Hammer has to put up with all this
and even with his family’s kindness to other people, they are still treated with unfairness. In
Hammer’s anger he ends up by hurting a white person and getting him and his family in shame and
him in a lot of trouble. It did not help the the father of the white boy had a very bad temper and an
even worse one for blacks. Hammer and his brother now had to work on the white man’s farm for
the rest of the summer. Hammer luckily behaved and held back his temper very well for that time

period but his and his family’s sufferings were still not over. One day when they woke up there was



a terrible scent coming from the well. When they opened the lid to the well there were all sorts of
dead animals floating in it. They found out that the white boys had played a joke and ruined their
good water of the the well. They were sorry to find out that they had not only ruined the water for
Hammer’s family but their own and many others. Their father was completely ashamed and made
them even more ashamed in front of everybody. He made his own boys go down in the well and get
the animals with their own hands. After many months the well cleared and the water was good, but
they never saw that white family at their well again. | really enjoyed reading this book because it was

very, very exiting and realistic.
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